The Coming Civilization
an order as we are envisaging promises to remove
some of the worst evils of industrial Capitalism, and
to offer greater happiness to a greater number than
is now the case.
Once we begin to attach an exact label to this
next phase of civilization we arc likely to consider
it from an entirely false perspective. If it is described
as Socialism, we may be unable to dissociate it from
earlier theories which Socialists have advanced;
for Socialism was born in the realm of theory,
and however nearly the new order approximates
to the original principles involved in the theory, it
is bound to differ in practice in many important
respects. Theory is rarely realized completely in
practice. The earlier stage of Socialist doctrine, for
instance, envisaged the complete State nationaliza-
tion of industry, and most critics of Socialism still
imagine that it will be a bureaucratic administration
inseparable from the worst abuses of Whitehall.
Yet already the developments of a Socialist character
which have evolved show that this is not the form
which a system of public control will take. The
administration is likely to be carried out by a
commission of men experienced in the particular
work and not by Civil Service officials; the Elec-
tricity Board is a suitable example.
It is extraordinary what a number of irrelevant
objections people raise if once they are allowed to
label this coming social order. Many of these
irrelevant objections are purely sentimental, as when
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